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Dear colleagues,  

 

For week commencing 1 June, there will two bulletins issued, which will be 

issued on Monday 1 June & Thursday 4 June 

 

In this issue you will find the latest guidance and information for primary care. 

If you would like any content included please email Sarah Crane or Naomi Brooks. 

For updates on Nursing contact Emma Harnett, nurse tutor. 

 

To make sure the briefings do not end up in your junk folder please add these email 

addresses to your email contact list: westessexccg.comms@nhs.net  and 

WECCG.primarycare@nhs.net Constructive feedback gratefully received! #bekind.  
 

Best wishes to all,  

 

Christine Moss    Sarah Crane 

Chief Medical Officer   Associate Chief Medical Officer 

 

 

Previous briefings  

The new West Essex GP Hub is now live. You can find previous briefings on 

www.WessexGP-Hub.org and use the password COVID-19. 
 

 

In this issue:  

 

 West Essex Daily System wide SITREP 01/06/2020  

 Service and Clinical Update Guidance 

 Educational Resources 
 

 

West Essex Daily System wide SITREP – 01/06/2020 

 Appendix 1: WECCG PCN Sitrep 01/06/2020 

 

 

Service and Clinical Update Guidance: 

 

PHE guidance updated Covid-19 exposed healthcare workers 

This helpful link gives up to date guidance regarding healthcare worker exposure to 

Covid-19. The link is live and will be updated as information is updated and changed.  
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PPE Portal
 

Earlier this week the Government announced that GPs and small care homes can 

register on the PPE Portal, a new online portal for ordering emergency personal 

protective equipment (PPE) from a central inventory, to supplement the wholesale 

supply route that already operates. 

As communicated previously, the CCG has been and will continue to try to secure a 
small stock of PPE for use by practices to meet urgent demand. Please note the 
following:  
1. Practices should continue ordering their own supplies of PPE either via the 

national supply chain or an alternative provider.  

2. If practices are having problems with national supply e.g. missed deliveries, they 

should contact the CCG on weccg.pmo@nhs.net with the order number and we 

will follow up with the NHS Supply Chain. 

3. If practices have an emergency PPE need they should contact 

weccg.pmo@nhs.net. 

4. Once practice stock levels have reached a point where they will run out in 48 

hours practices should inform weccg.pmo@nhs.net. 

 

NHSEI and RCGP Guidance on Principles of Safe Video consulting in general 

practice 

This guidance is aimed at NHS general practice staff who are consulting via video 
with patients at home. Practitioners are expected to have full access to the patient’s 
primary care medical record and to be consulting with patients in England.  
The document lays out key principles for safely assessing patients using a video 

consultation 

 Appendix 2: Principles of safe video consulting in general practice 

 

Update on antibody test kits for home use 

Some UK providers such as high street pharmacies and private healthcare providers 

offer COVID-19 antibody testing for members of the public. The test involves taking a 

fingerprick blood sample. The laboratory tests are CE marked and safe for use on 

blood drawn from the vein by a healthcare professional, but have not yet been 

validated by the manufacturer of the test to be used with a fingerprick blood 

sample.  

 

It’s very important for people at home to be able to understand the reliability of the 

result and what it means for them. A positive result may not mean a person is 

immune or if they demonstrate immunity now, or how long this will last. 

The Government strongly advises members of the public or organisations who have 

purchased these tests and received antibody results to continue to follow the 

Government’s advice whatever the result of the test. The Government is contacting 

providers of the antibody testing services and the laboratories running these tests 

to ask them to temporarily stop offering these tests for sale until the regulatory and 

safety concerns have been resolved. 
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CARING FOR PEOPLE AT HIGHEST CLINICAL RISK DURING COVID-19  
Information for clinicians has been updated 30 May 2020 

 Appendix 3: Sources of information for people who are shielding 28 FAQs for 

patients 

 Appendix 3a: Sources of information on shielding 28Clincian FAQs 

 

Mental Health Apps to Support Children and Young People 

A team across NHSX, NHS Digital, NHS England and NHS Improvement are 

working to identify a number of digital tools to support children and young people 

who are experiencing increased mental health needs as a result of COVID-19.   

The first supplier to complete the process with the team and show how they meet the 

requirements identified in respect of the children and young people user group is 

Healios, for its ThinkNinja app. Available through the NHS Apps library, Healios is 

making its ThinkNinja app available to download free of charge to all 10 -18 year 

olds for the next four months. ThinkNinja will be joining over 20 existing apps already 

approved on the Apps 

 

Danazol shortage – Danazol 100mg and 200 mg Capsules – Supply Disruption 

Danazol 100mg and 200mg capsules have been discontinued in the UK and 

remaining supplies of both strengths are now exhausted. Danazol has several 

licensed indications and off-label uses. The management of patients prescribed 

danazol for licensed indications will differ to those prescribed danazol for an off-label 

use. A limited quantity of unlicensed supplies of danazol 100mg and 200mg 

capsules have been sourced. This alert contains advice on the management of 

affected patients. 

 

Fluoxetine 40mg capsules shortage 

 Appendix 4: MSN fluoxetine 40mg caps DHSC 

 

Update on Dental Care for West Essex Primary Care 

Today, NHSEI are asking that all dental practices commence opening from 

Monday 8 June for all face to face care, where practices assess that they have the 

necessary IPC and PPE requirements in place. 

 Appendix 5: Dental practices reopening 

 

 

Education Resources: 

 

NHS COVID-19: Primary Care Bulletin Primary Care Bulletin – 29 May 2020 

Issue 45 

 General Practice Bulletin 

  

Upcoming Webinars: 
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WEBINAR: HOW TO MANAGE HRT PROVISION WITHOUT FACE TO FACE 

CONSULTATIONS - 4 June, 7pm  

In this webinar Dr Sarah Gray, Dr Hannah Short and Dr Jane Davis will discuss and 

take your questions in response to the COVID-19 healthcare restrictions. The use of 

telephone and virtual consultation was endorsed by the BMS, FSRH and RCOG in 

March 2020. The Primary Care Women’s Health Forum has produced this guide for 

primary care practitioners in order to provide support for HRT provision during this 

time. This guide includes menopause management checklist tools designed for 

remote consultations in primary care 
You can register here 

https://pcwhf.co.uk/pcwhf-events/webinar-how-to-manage-hrt-provision-without-face-to-face-consultations-during-covid-19-healthcare-restrictions/?utm_source=Primary+Care+Women%27s+Health+Forum&utm_campaign=8bae96d93d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_30_11_23_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9f6eea8a01-8bae96d93d-165405173&dm_i=6CTY,1GMG,KVF2R,5EJ6,1

