
West Essex Primary Care COVID-19 briefing 
Issue 44 
 
 
Dear colleagues,  
 
For weeks commencing 3 August and 10 August there will one bulletin weekly 
on Monday 3 and Monday 10 August.  
 
In this issue you will find the latest guidance and information for primary care. 
If you would like any content included please email Sarah Crane or Naomi Brooks. 
For updates on Nursing email Emma Harnett, nurse tutor. 
 
To make sure the briefings do not end up in your junk folder please add these email 
addresses to your email contact list: westessexccg.comms@nhs.net  and 
WECCG.primarycare@nhs.net Constructive feedback gratefully received! #bekind.  
 
Best wishes to all,  
 
Christine Moss    Sarah Crane 
Chief Medical Officer   Associate Chief Medical Officer 
 
 
Previous bulletins  
You can find previous briefings on www.WessexGP-Hub.org and use the password 
COVID-19. 
 
 
In this issue 
 

• West Essex Daily System wide SITREP - 27/07/2020  
• Service and Clinical Update Guidance 
• Training and Workforce Opportunities 
• Non-Clinical Guidance 
• Educational Resources 

 
 
West Essex Daily System wide SITREP – 27/07/2020 
West Essex Daily System wide SITREP – 27/07/2020 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
You are invited to join West Essex CCG for its Board meeting in public and AGM on 
Thursday 30 July 2020. 
 

mailto:sarahcrane@nhs.net?subject=Primary%20Care%20briefing
mailto:naomi.brooks@nhs.net?subject=Primary%20care%20briefing
mailto:e.harnett@nhs.net?subject=Primary%20care%20briefing
mailto:westessexccg.comms@nhs.net
mailto:WECCG.primarycare@nhs.net
http://www.wessexgp-hub.org/
https://wessexgp-hub.org/weccg-pcn-sitrep-27072020/
https://westessexccg.nhs.uk/news-and-publications/latest-news/333-public-invited-to-virtual-board-and-agm-on-thursday-30-july-2020


The Board meeting will be held between 9.30am and 12 noon and the AGM between 3pm 
and 4pm. Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, both meetings will be held virtually. 

West Essex CCG Board papers 

Detail on how to join the Board meeting and AGM 

If you have any questions for the Board please email the Communications Team. 

 
Service and Clinical Update Guidance 
 
Flu Campaign 2020/21 
 
Delivering mass vaccinations during COVID-19 - a logistical guide  
This RCGP document has been written by a number of clinicians with experience of 
delivering vaccinations at scale. It is written with the understanding that a number of 
mass vaccination programmes may need to be delivered during mid-2020 to 2021, 
while COVID-19 continues to be in general circulation. It will address approaches to 
delivering large-scale vaccination programmes in this context. 
 
National clear guidance is anticipated regarding the flu vaccination programme and 
this will be shared as soon as possible after it is received by the CCG. 
 
RCGP flu vaccination news story 
 
Delivering mass vaccinations during COVID-19 – a logistical guide 
 

New recommendations for primary and community health care providers in 
England (23/07/2020) 

• From 13 July all premises should be COVID Secure where practicable. 
• Where a setting is not COVID-secure, local assessment should be undertaken 

and may conclude that clinical and non-clinical staff should wear a face mask.  
• Where premises are not COVID secure, patients and members of the public 

entering healthcare premises should be advised to use face coverings.  

New recommendations for primary and community healthcare providers in England 

 

Ophthalmology Paediatric Referral Assessment Service  

The Princess Alexandra Hospital is introducing a referral assessment service (RAS) 
for all paediatric ophthalmology referrals which are received into the Trust. The 
benefits of the RAS will be: 

• To enhance triage of all paediatric ophthalmology referrals 
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• To allow clinical prioritisation to ensure patients are booked within the relevant 
time frames 

• To ensure patients are booked into the appropriate clinics first time to avoid 
delays and inappropriate referrals are redirected to appropriate clinics/ advice 
provided to GPs 

 
 
West Essex Carers FIRST July e-news 
 
This is the most recent West Essex e-news, sent out to digitally-connected carers 
registered with Carers First. Please do share this with practices teams and carers.  

July 2020 e-bulletin 
 
 

HUC and EPS update 

After several months of challenges with the providers, HUC now have EPS 
operational in extended access for both SystmOne and EMIS practices.  This means 
that it should no longer be necessary for patients to return to practices booked into 
extended access appointments to collect prescriptions or to be asked to attend an 
extended hours base to collect a prescription but can be directed to a local pharmacy 
of their choice. 

 
 LESs Q2 onwards, QOF and Impact & Investment Fund focus 2020/21 

On Friday 24/7/2020 practices were sent a letter from Anurita Rohilla, Acting Primary 
Care Lead and Chief Pharmacist, outlining LES payments for Q2, QOF, and PCN 
IIF. Within the letter there are also considerations regarding patient access to 
surgeries.  

LESs Q2 onwards, QOF and Impact & Investment Fund focus 2020/21 

Table - LESs Q2 onwards, QOF and Impact & Investment Fund focus 2020/21 

 

Fast online access to world-leading NHS weight loss advice 

People who are at high risk of developing Type 2 diabetes will be fast-tracked into 
the flagship Healthier You NHS Diabetes Prevention programme, Chief Executive Sir 
Simon Stevens announced today.  

Rapid access to the programme will be rolled out from tomorrow following research 
that revealed those living with diabetes face a significantly higher risk of dying with 
COVID-19. 

The programme, which supports people to lose weight and adopt healthier habits, is 
the first national initiative of its kind in the world and has already helped hundreds of 
thousands of people. 
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Fast online access to world-leading weight loss advice 

 

Training and Workforce Opportunities 

DEADLINE EXTENDED to 14 August 2020 for West Essex CCG portfolio 
development opportunity for mid-career/experienced GPs  

West Essex CCG is pleased to offer a funded exciting career development 
opportunity for two GPs to develop a portfolio of a specialist interest to enable further 
career development.   

Are you an experienced GP or have been a GP for more than five years?  Are you 
based in west Essex and would you like to develop your career in the area?  

The offer: up to £12,600 (£10,000 per annum plus on costs of 26%) per GP to 
enable two GPs in west Essex, for one session per week for one year to undertake 
the specialist role and training. For further information and application form please 
have a look at the attached documents. Completed applications and CVs to be 
received by 14/08/2020 

HWE mid-career portfolio opportunity for GPs  

HWE mid-career portfolio opportunity for GPs – application form to GPs 

 
 
Non-Clinical update 
 
EMIS Support Newsletter 
This helpful document includes updates on Childhood immunisation protocols, new 
versions of EMIS Mobile and EMIS Health Live.  
 
EMIS Support newsletter 
 
 
 
Education Resources 
 
NHS COVID-19: Primary Care Bulletin – 23 July 2020, Issue 59 
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